The Sussex Ouse
A Vision for the 21st Century




Sussex Ouse Restoration Trust

Our Vis|

The Sussex Ouse plays an impant part in the history of Sussex. Bturning the

river to public view access and use will gratly enhance appeciation of the
waterway as pat of our local heritage. But ouMision goes beynd mer restoration

of an Ouse of 200 gars ago We hawe aVision which looks at the futue.

The Ouse in éwes is a sadly neglected waterwayn places it is little moe than
an eyesore. When the tide is out thee are ugly mud flats; when the tide is in it is
a brown, brackish expanse with little use or beautyit becomes a theat to the

community in times of flood.Yet it could be so much mar.
The tidal Rier Ouse in ewes

Rivers in other pats of the county are cherished, ae valued
environmental amenities and povide positive leisure experiences. Rivers in other

Compae the Gther(River Ouse atYork. With a tidal barrage in place parts of the country
downstream of lewes, the Sussex Ouse could also enj@ similar

are cherished

thriving waterfront in its county tovn.

Throughout the est of its course the Ouse is a priceles:
asset, a quality envionment within Sussex and
especially its local communities. Hoever we beliewe it

is an asset that is underalued. OurVision will change
that, providing the foundation fom which will gow an
enhanced appeciation of the river and an understanding
of the benefits it can povide. At the same time
consenation and the impovement of its special

environment will be ensued.

River Ouse waterfont, York

The Sussex Ouse south of Isfield




The curent sense of emoteness, peace and anquillity
must be maintained; at the same time the flarand
fauna of the riwer, its banks and envions hawe to be

protected, pomoted and managed.

Further upstream from Lewes, existing footpaths can be
improved and perhaps mag created, opening up access
to the river. Existing navigation structues could be
restored and new ones built. Impved water depth would
restore water meadws, boost fishing oppotunities and
allow boats to eturn to the upper eaches of the Ouse
for the first time in moe than a centuy. A sympathetic
and well-managed einstatement of the navigation would
enhance ecology and biodersity whilst alleviating

floods with additional upsteam stoage.

The Sussex Ouse near Baimbe Mills

Canoeing on the Sussex Ouse near the Anchor Inn, Isfield

The Sussex Ousedstoration Trust is committed to
bringing these impovements to fruition, for the benefit
of all those who love the river and the Sussex

countryside through which it flovs. This is ourVision.

With your help this Vision
can become aeality.




Walking the Sussex Ous¥alley Way
north of Baicombe Mills

Fly fishing on the Sussex Ouse

Improved boating facilities

Restoring navigation to the Sussex Ouse will once neomake it possible for
suitably sized boats of all types to use the rir from Newhaen to Lindfield.
Slipways will be povided at stiategic locations to allav the launching and
recovery of canoes, owing boats, skiffs and tailable powered craft. New
moorings will be constructed to allev for powered craft to be permanently based

at suitable locations on the non-tidal rigr.



Educational oppotunities

Many educational oppotunities will accrue fom

the restoration of navigation on the rier. These

will range from historical study of the navigation

structures and past users, ttough ecological
studies of flora and fauna to the science of

hydrology, and spoting uses.

Ecological enhancement

A full envionmental analysis will be undetaken prior to any major works being undésken on the rier, as a pecursor
to a full feasibility study for the estoration of navigation.This will identify all existing impotant flora and fauna
habitats, that could be positiely or adersely affected ly the restoration and inceased use of the waterwayrhe
environmental analysis eport will be referenced during estoration or conseration works to ensue that existing
habitats are improved, protected or extended. Bstoration will provide a geater water aea in the eaches abee
Sheffield Rark. Improved water depth will allav for the reintroduction of riverside meadavs in the upsteam ieaches

where water leels hawe been dopped and whee the channel is nw steep-sided.

A speed limit will pevent the wash fom boats fom
damaging the rier banks. A these measues will result

in new, more diverse habitats for plants and animals.
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Top lock emains at Bacombe Mills
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Flooding in lewes,
October 2000

One aim of thelrust is to promote and lobly for the piovision of a tidal barage south of ewes. The poposed
barrage would povide an upsteam termination for any flood bankaising scheme fom Newhaen to lewes and
thereby prevent tidal flooding. The use of a baage to exlude tidal water would also allav freshwater flooding
from upstream of lewes to pass at a lever lewvel. The lov level outlet for the floodwater could be povided by
diverting it to the existing marshes in the &dmell area. This water could then beeturned to the river at low tide
via new sluices. Subject to detailed ldraulic analysis, this could povide additional piotection for lewes from

freshwater flooding caused or aggvated by tidal surmges.



Partnership

Full restoration of the Sussex Ouse Navigation wikquire a stiategic appoach inwlving all interested paties in a

Restoration Partnership. Progress will only be possible on such a lge and complex poject if all the oganisations

involved are united with common aimsWith full co-operation any challenge can bew@rcome.

This Rartnership should ideally include:

3County Councils

District and Boough Councils
¥The Envionment Agency
¥Natural England

Parish Councils

YWildlife Trusts

Y¥Water Supply Companies
Country Landavners Association
¥Council for the Pesenvation of Rural England
¥National Farmers Union

Other local Consevation Societies
¥Anglers Associations

¥Inland Waterways Association
3British Canoe Union

Fundin

Funding will be required for the poduction of a full
feasibility study, envionmental analysis eports, the
actual restoration and possible associated mjects.

Sources could include:
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The next steps to be taken to me the restoration
project forward can be boadly categorised as:

Create the Restoration Partnership
Make initial contact with all inteested patties that
can be identified and invite them to join us in a
Restoration Partnership

Stakeholder buy-in

Make presentations to all members of the
Restoration Partnership such that they fully commit
to the concept of estoration of the Sussex Ouse
Navigation

Build a funding partnership

Identify and apppach those members of the
Restoration Partnership that are potential funding
sources for any stage of theastoration effort.
Identify and make initial contacts with other
possible souces of funding

Undertake a full feasibility study
Once funding patners hawe been identified,

a full feasibility study for the estoration will be
undertaken.

Progress will only be
possible with partnership
and co-opeation




Restoratic

Each navigation structug will be sunveyed in detail as pat of a full feasibility study prior to any major works being
started. Hovever, some geneal guidelines as to the gerall approach being considezd are as follows:

The taget draught for the waterway will be Where there are
sufficient remains, locks
will be restored

1.5 metes, with a minimum daught of 1.2 metes.
Minimum air daught will be 2.8 metes.

Owerall lock dimensions will be etained at the

original specification of 2'6" by 12'4" (16m ty 3.76m).
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All locks above Lewes whek there are sufficient emains

still in existence will be estored or reconstructed as

far as possible to their original specificationThis would

include the use of masory; brick or brick-faced steel

lock walls and abutments as apppriate to the visual

appearmnce of each lock. &ured concete in shuttering

will be used behind all new facing materials.
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Excavating the tail of Isfield lock



New build

In a number of locations, navigation structes hawe deteriorated to such a degee that they will hae to be completely
rebuilt. In other places they hag been obliteated or their old locations age adwersely affected ly newer, watercontrol
structures built by the Envionment Agency (B). At these sites, thee is no option other than to build anewThese
locations include Goldbridge, near NewicKhe original lock hee was located to the nah of the modern A272.
However, the EA hae built a watercontrol sluice south of the bridge, aising the water leel at this point. A new lock
will therefore be needed at this location. An outline sketch of a suitable struotuis given on this page.

Where completely new locks or other structes
are required standad materials and methods
will be used.These will include steel piling sides

and abutments, poued concete floors and
cills, concete coping and walkways, and steel or
concrete bollards to lock sides.

Photo: Wey and Arun Canalrust (WACT)

New lock under construction at
Loxwood on theWey and Arun Canal

Sketch plan of possible new lock structer
at Goldbridge, near Newick




Constrain

The estoration of a river navigation that has been
abandoned for @er 130 years will undoubtedly pesent a
number of engineering and political challenges, but none
that have not been @ercome on other rier navigations
now in use aound the county. The most notable issues

and requirements will be:

The co-opeation of all riparian landavners along the

course of the rier.

¥ to give access for theeastoration or new build of the
necessay navigation structues

¥ to allow where possible for permissie footpaths to be
created alongside the rier where public rights of way

do not already exist.

Landowners together with the Envisnment Agency will
need to agee the ceation of balancing ponds or the
reinstatement of flood meadwvs in the upper eaches of
the river, to store flood water to be eleased back into
the river under contol. This will help pevent the type of
heavy flooding of Uckfield anddwes that happened in
the year 2000.

At Aston on the Montgomey Canal, are flora and flora had to be potected
during and after enovation of the canal and locksTwo new side pounds
were constructed into which the theatened plants and animals ere moved
prior to any construction work being staed. As can been seen in this
photograph of the laver pound, these hae now naturalised beautifully and
enhance the ecological impdance of the site Works like this would be an
integral part of any lestoration of the Sussex Ouse Navigation should the
need for them be dictated b a full ecological suvey.

A full feasibility study into the estoration of the
navigation will shav whether the original locks at East
Mascalls and HenfieldMood should be einstated in

their original forms.

Reinstatement of the
traditional flood meadows will
help prevent recurrence of

the 2000 flooding

Photo: pete@montgomercanal.cauk
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As the 18th centwy passion for ceating inland navigations spead
from the major ateries to moe local piojects, rivers such as the
Sussex Ouse staed to be consideed for improvement. In 787
Thomas elham MP suggested that adantages could be gained for
the Ouse walley by improving the river above Lewes, the river below
Lewes having aleady been impoved

Sharps Bridge/\

Isfield A\

Isfield

River and canal engineewilliam Jessop sweyed the

Upper Ouse in 187, proposing 27 wooden locks and minimal
engineering works in oder to reduce costs.The first Upper Ouse
Navigation Act was passed on&April 790 but the navigation
company opted for masory rather than wooden locks, &ducing he
final number of locks to 19The terminus of the navigation was at
Upper Relands Bridge on the Haywals Heath to Balcombeaad.
The 23-mile Upper Ouse Navigation took until IBfo complete and
this prolonged period of construction, together with the debt it
incurred, was to cost the Company dearly in thears to come.

Barcombe
Cross

Chalk, lime and some coal @e the main cagoes. Al revenue rised
had to be set against opeating costs and the sericing of the huge
debt (£39,000) acquied during construction. Haewer, the navigation
settled down sewing local tade in the Ousévalley and evenue just
covered opefational costs including the inteest on the debt.

In 1841 the ailway reached Brighton, passing on its way right
beside the navigatio® terminus.The @ilway, together with \astly
improved local oads, led to a decline in &de on the rier. In 186
the last regular river trade ceased and ¥ the 18 s most of the
locks had become unworkablelTrade continued belav Lewes until
the early 1960s. Piddinghoe
There is no ecod of the three Upper Ouse Navigation Acts of
1790, 1806 and 1814 ev having been epealed or succeeded an

Act of Abandonment. NEWHAVEN






